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APPROACH
CTA and its partners are working to deliver 
so-called ‘blended weather information systems’ 
and weather-index insurance to pastoralists in 
northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia to help them 
manage their livestock and natural resources more 
effectively. This, together with developing markets, 
will encourage pastoralists to sell livestock and 
purchase additional services, increasing income 
and well-being.
Some 20 million livestock keepers in the 
Horn of Africa are threatened by increasingly 
frequent and severe droughts. These have 
eroded the pastoralists’ adaptive capacity 
and resilience to such an extent that almost 
every drought now results in a humanitarian 
crisis. A CTA-led project, Enhancing market 
response to resilience in livestock value chain 
in Eastern Africa (CLI-MARK), is scaling 
up market mechanisms that increase the 
adaptive capacity of pastoralists in northern 
Kenya and southern Ethiopia.
ACTIVITIES 
CLI-MARK has developed a mobile phone app, myAnga – my weather in Kiswahili – that delivers
timely advice on weather and forage conditions. The app has drawn interest from pastoralists in
northern Kenya as well as from the Government of Kenya and other development agencies. The project is
also working with the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya and private-sector insurance companies in both
countries to deliver affordable weather-index insurance for livestock and to educate livestock
owners about the benefits of such insurance. This involves both traditional approaches, such as community
meetings and the like, as well as rural radio and mobile phone apps.
A crucial aspect of the project is the development of markets to encourage pastoralists to sell 
livestock and access services including livestock insurance. This is aimed at linking pastoralists to 
end buyers and encouraging the establishment of new enterprises, cutting out brokers and middlemen. 
So far, 16 youth- and women-based enterprise groups – eight in Kenya and eight in Ethiopia – from across 
the livestock value chain have received training in developing business plans and in how to grow 
their business based on their plans. The project is using the lessons learned to inform national 
policy and programming.
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IMPACT 
The project will increase the incomes, health and well-being of 100,000 livestock keepers in northern 
Kenya and southern Ethiopia. These populations will also be able to adapt to and withstand environmental 
shocks and climate change. In 2017–18, more than 10,000 households purchased livestock insurance, 
with a total value of about US$3 million. Some 54% of purchasers were women.
COUNTRIES 
Ethiopia, Kenya
PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
Amfratech; aWhere Inc.; International Institute of Rural Reconstruction; International Livestock Research 
Institute; Kenya Livestock Marketing Council; Oromia Insurance (Ethiopia); Takaful Insurance Company 
(Kenya)
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